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INSIDE  N.  I. 


MEMBERSHIP  CHAIRMAN’S  REPORT 

March,  1992  Applications  for  Membership:  The  following  persons  have  applied  for 
membership.  If  no  written  objections  are  received  by  May  1,  1992,  their  membership 
will  become  effective  on  that  date. 

2381-MT  Francis  B.  Bessenyey,  500  East  86th  St.,  New  York,  N.Y.  10028 

(Medieval  Hungary  & Transylvania,  Holy  Roman  Empire, 
Hungary) 

2382  Bob  Forrest,  53  Bannerman  Ave.,  Prestwick,  Manchester,  M25  5DR, 

England  — (Roman  & Greek,  Medieval,  Islamic,  Indian,  Chinese, 
Europe) 


LIBRARIAN’S  REPORT 

I.  Acknowledgement  is  made  below  to  those  who  have  donated  material  to  the  NI 
Library: 

Thomas  Hi  gel 

JD43.BelC:  199 1 :DCA 

BELDA,  CAROLINA  DOMENECH 

El  hallazgo  de  Dirhames  califales  de  Almoradi  (Alscant.) 

Pub.  1991,  152pp,  w/plates. 

PE95.GolC:R983:CS 

GOLDING,  CHARLES 

The  coinage  of  Suffolk  consisting  of  the  regal  coins,  leaden  pieces,  and 
tokens  of  the  seventeenth,  eighteenth,  and  nineteenth  centuries  together 
with  notices  of  the  mints  and  some  of  the  issuers  of  tokens. 

1983  reprint  of  1886  work,  lOOpp,  illus. 

AA60.LinH:  1970:AGCC 

LINECAR,  HOWARD  W.  A. 

An  advanced  guide  to  coin  collecting 
Pub.  1970,  287pp,  illus. 

AA40.RoNS : 1 98 1 :NC 

ROYAL  NUMISMATIC  SOCIETY 

The  Numismatic  Chronicle,  1981,  Vol.  141. 

Collection  of  articles,  and  the  annual  report  of  the  Society. 

Pub.  1981,  216pp,  w/plates. 
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JB45.SeaP:  1952:SEC 
SEABY,  PETER 

The  story  of  English  coinage. 

Pub.  1952,  llOpp,  illus. 

KA50.SelD:  1985.ISC 

SELWOOD,  DAVID/WHITTING,  PHILLIP/WILLIAMS,  RICHARD 
An  introduction  to  Sasanian  coins. 

Pub.  1985,  178pp,  w/plates. 

RM85.WarT:1990:CMSC 

WARNOCK,  A.  TIMOTHY 

United  States  Air  Force  Combat  Medals,  Streamers,  and  Campaigns. 
Pub.  1990,  339pp,  illus. 

Robert  Plemmons 


JM85.MelA:1991:CR 

MELNIKOVA,  A.  S. 

Constantine  Ruble.  (Russian  text) 

Pub.  1991,  270pp,  illus. 

n.  In  addition  to  the  above  we  would  also  like  to  thank  Thomas  Higel  for  his 
additional  gifts  of  numismatic  material  to  the  NI  Library. 

HI.  The  Library  has  updated  it’s  Library  Index.  Those  who  have  specific  interests 
may  write  for  a print  out  of  the  pages  relating  to  their  areas  of  concern.  For  those 
desiring  the  complete  index;  it  is  available  on  floppy  disk  for  those  who  have  IBM 
compatible  computers  and  software  programs  capable  of  reading  ASCII.  The  cost  has 
not  yet  been  determined,  but  should  be  minimal.  Please  write  if  interested. 

Granvyl  G.  Hulse,  Jr.,  Book  Librarian 
James  D.  Haley,  Periodical  Librarian 

IMPORTANT  NOTICE 


N.I.’s  Educational  Programs  Moderator,  Bill  Spengler  of  Colorado  Springs,  is  looking 
for  a speaker  to  address  the  NI  General  Meeting  to  be  held  on  Saturday,  August  15, 
1992,  in  conjunction  with  the  A.N.A.’s  101st  Anniversary  Convention  in  Orlando, 
Florida.  We  are  especially  interested  in  having  a speaker  from  Florida  present  some 
aspect  of  foreign  numismatics.  Volunteers  please  write  Bill  at  the  address  given  on 
the  inside  cover  of  the  Bulletin , or  phone  (719)  471-3773. 
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FROM  THE  MAILBOX 


Another  collector  stresses  need  for  beginner  coin  reference. 

Granvyl  Hulse’s  comments  on  Dale  Seppa’a  review  of  the  19th  edition  of  Krause’s 
Standard  Catalog  of  World  Coins  are  right  on  the  mark  (Dec.  1991,  NI  Bulletin , 
p.297).  I agree  that  the  Standard  Catalog  is  indispensable  to  most  advanced 
collectors;  I have  every  edition  except  the  19th.  The  beginner,  however,  needs 
something  else  - I still  have  the  third  edition  of  the  "Brown  Book"  with  little  check 
marks  next  to  the  coins  I had  at  the  time. 

I have  been  trying  to  start  a study  course  on  foreign  coin  collecting  at  our  local 
community  center.  I began  with  a curriculum  aimed  at  the  junior  and  senior  high 
school  student. 

The  course  was  a huge  success.  Or  so  say  the  two  individuals  that  showed  up  to  take 
it  the  first  time  it  was  offered.  No  one  signed  up  the  second  time!  The  director  of 
the  center  says  that  they  have  not  been  able  to  attract  boys  and  girls  in  that  age  group. 
I should,  they  advised,  aim  the  course  at  elementary  school  children. 

This  I would  dearly  love  to  do,  but  no  one  publishes  a catalog  for  that  age  level.  I 
could  not  bring  myself  to  ask  parents  to  shell  out  the  purchase  price  of  the  Standard 
Catalog  only  to  have  the  youngsters  completely  overwhelmed  by  its  size  and 
complexity. 

The  old  "Brown  Book",  or  rather  its  sequel  the  "White  Book",  was  ideal,  but  in  the 
later  editions  the  publisher  has  not  printed  illustrations  of  the  most  recent  coins. 

The  interest  in  coins  is  there,  at  two  local  school  fairs  I sell  foreign  coins  to  the 
children.  (All  proceeds  go  to  the  schools)  and  I sell  as  many  as  400  coins  an  hour. 

When  I wrote  to  Krause  about  the  shortcomings  of  his  cut-down  catalog  Collecting 
Foreign  Coins  I got  the  usual  brush  off  by  the  world’s  greatest  authorities  on  what 
we  need  in  the  way  of  coin  catalogs. 

They  say  that  the  volume  Collecting  Foreign  Coins  is  directed  to  the  mature  neophyte 
who  happens  to  have  some  coins  and  wants  to  look  them  up.  Fat  lot  of  good  that  will 
do  the  hobby  in  the  years  to  come.  If  they  can’t  see  the  advantage  of  having  a 
beginner’s  catalog  similar  to  the  "White  Book"  (Current  Coins  of  the  World)  then 
who  is  going  to  supply  it? 

I wish  that  all  of  you  who  have  an  interest  in  a book  similar  to  Yeoman’s  old 
volumes  would  write  to  Krause  and  ask  that  they  do  themselves  a favor  and  put  out 
such  a book.  I would  be  willing  to  hand  out  literature  on  the  book  at  the  fairs,  and 
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I bet  a lot  of  parents  would  give  the  book  as  a birthday  or  Christmas  present. 

By  the  way  if  any  of  you  are  interested  in  the  idea  for  a course  get  in  touch  with  me. 
I gave  each  student  a packet  containing  49  coins.  I taught  them  first  how  to  handle 
and  mount  them.  Then  they  learned  to  identify  the  coins  at  the  same  time  reading 
unfamiliar  numerals  and  dates  given  in  different  calendars.  Slides  are  used  to  acquaint 
them  with  the  many  themes  a collection  may  follow.  At  the  end  of  the  course  I give 
them  a 50th  coins  that  fits  whatever  theme  they  are  interested  in. 

Bill  Mullan 

P.  O.  Box  15340 

Chevy  Chase,  Maryland  20825 


******************************************************************** 
NUMISMATIC  EXTRACTS  FROM  SELECTED  LITERATURE 


"In  the  Soudan,  when  business  is  done  between  people  of  good  commer- 
cial standing  and  well  known  to  one  another,  senait,  letters  of  ex- 
change are  used;  but  in  general  the  cauri,  a small  shell  of  the  At- 
lantic seabord,  is  the  means  of  exchange  - five  thousand  eauris  are 
worth  a bottera,  the  obsolete  silver  florin  (Thaler)  of  Maria  Theresa, 
which  has  found  its  way  amoung  the  Arabs  and  is  now  coined  for  their 
sue.  The  value  of  the  eauri  to  the  bottera  is  fictitious,  however, 
as  in  reality  no  negro  wants  to  give  the  precious  shells  for  silver. 
Customers  send  thei r slaves  with  date-matting  baskets  containing  fifty 
thousand  eauris 3 the  contents  are  thrown  on  the  ground  and  counted 
over  and  over,  employing  any  amount  of  those  two  cheap  African  com- 
modities, slaves  and  time." 


Taken  from  Munsey's  Magizine 3 
Vol . XIV  Oct.  1895  - Mar.  1896. 

(Submitted  by  Roger  deWardt  Lane) 

******************************************************************** 
NUMISMATIC  EXTRACTS  FROM  SELECTED  LITERATURE 


"Slightly  later  north-western  India  felt  the  influence  of  the  splendid 
Graeco-Bactrian  coinage,  which  of  course  is  a part  (perhaps  the  most 
beautiful  one)  of  Hellenistic  coinage  and  not  of  Indian.  Indo-Greek 
coins  were  at  first  purely  Hellenistic  in  character  and  were  struck  on 
the  Attic  standard  (mostly  hemidraehns) . But  with  some  of  the  last 
Greek  rulers  the  legends  became  bilingual  and  the  Attic  standard  faded 
away,  replaced  by  the  earlier  Achaemenid  standard.  In  one  way  and 
another,  Greek  influence  wrought  a complete  change  in  the  form  and 
metroloy  of  coinage  in  the  Indus  valley." 

Taken  from  p.  403,  History  of  Man- 
kind Volume  2 The  Ancient  World,  by 
Luigi  Pareti , Paolo  Brezzi  and 
Lucianno  Petech.  (New  York:  Harper 
& Row,  Publishers  1965). 

(Submitted  by  R.  J.  Hebert 
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CAN  YOU  SPARE  A DIME?" 


Roger  deWardt  Lane , FRNS 
(All  Rights  Reserved) 

DIME  (French,  dixieme,  Latin,  tenth), 
the  term  for  the  tenth  part  of  a 
dollar  or  ten-cent  piece  in  the 
United  States  of  America,  authorized 
by  Act  of  Congress,  April  2,  1792. 

The  first  dime  was  coined  in  1796. 


United  States , Dime,  1797 


"Brother,  can  you  spare  a Dime?"  We  have  all  heard  this  expression 
of  the  depression  years.  The  story  of  Modern  Dime  Size  Silver  Coins 
of  the  World  is  the  story  of  the  money  of  the  people. 

Better  than  2500  years  ago  the  first  coinage  is  attributed  to  the 
Kingdom  of  Lydia,  what  is  now  western  Turkey.  These  coins  of  Electrum, 
a natural  mixture  of  gold  and  silver,  were  small  as  were  others  of  the 
early  coinage,  as  their  purchasing  power  was  great.  But  as  commerce 
increased  larger  coins  of  both  gold  and  silver  were  struck.  Some  of 
the  most  artistic  engraving  and  beautiful  coins  come  from  this  period. 


"The  age  of  silver  begins  with  Pepin  the  Short  (752-768  AD)  who  de- 
monetized gold  and  made  silver  denarius  or  'Penny'  the  standard  coin 
throughout  the  whole  of  his  dominions",  so  wrote  George  MacDonald  in 
his  The  Evolution  of  Coinage  published  at  Cambridge  in  1916. 


These  small  thin  silver  pennies  have  many  of  the  characteristics  of 
the  silver  series  of  this  study.  The  governing  authority  standard- 
ized these  as  to  size  and  generally  their  weight  as  they  represented 
a convenient  economic  size  (or  value)  for  the  people.  Larger  coins 
were  to  be  minted  later  with  the  Joachimstaler  or  Taler  of  1519  named 
for  the  location  of  the  source  of  the  silver  mines  in  the  valley  of 
St.  Joachim  in  Bohemia.  Our  Dollar  takes  its  name  from  this  source 
and  when  subdivided  by  the  decimal  system  of  French  origin,  was  equal 
to  10  Dimes. 


The  denomination  "One  Dime"  has  a French  root  from  dixieme  to  disme 
(used  on  the  U.S.  pattern  of  1792)  to  the  tenth  part  of  a Dollar. 

As  milling  machines  became  more  popular  and  installed  in  most  of  the 
central  mints  of  the  world,  national  standards  were  established  for 
the  coinage  of  each  country.  As  a result  of  trading  patterns  and 
the  growth  of  colonial  empires  of  the  major  European  nations,  a group- 
ing of  these  standards  appeared.  From  the  study  of  this  series  it  is 
possible  to  see  the  areas  of  influence  and  how  they  set  the  coins 
standards . 

The  oldest  and  certainly  the  forefather  of  all  the  modern  monetary 
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standards  goes  to  the  French,  who  under  Napoleon  I,  set  about  estab- 
lishing new  sets  of  rules  from  the  Law  to  Numismatics.  The  French  5 
Franc  (crown  size  silver  coin)  setting  the  early  standards  for  Europe, 
was  soon  followed  by  the  Spanish  (mostly  New  World)  8 Reales,  which 
gave  the  popular  literature  the  colorful  "pieces  of  eight"  of  the 
pirate  trade. 

From  these  two  very  similar  intrinsic  coins  the  majority  of  the  "dime" 
size  coins  of  the  world  represent  1/10  divisions.  The  United  States 
of  America  adopted  the  Dollar  in  1792  AD,  with  a dime  a 1/10  part  and 
at  the  same  time  the  Spanish  or  Mexican  Dollar  was  recognized  as  legal 
tender. 

So  many  countries  trace  their  roots  of  their  coinage  for  both  the 
Dollar  and  the  dime  size  coinage  to  these  beginnings;  London  shipped 


Canada , 10  Cents 3 1858-1901  Newfoundland,  10  Cents,  1865-1896 

to  Canada  in  1858  10  Cents  coins,  followed  shortly  for  both  New  Bruns- 
wick in  1862  and  Newfoundland  in  1865. 

The  Mexican  8 Reales  led  to  the  issuing  of  10  Centavos  in  1864. 


Mexico,  10  Centavos,  1864-1897  Hawaii , One  dime,  1885 

The  Kingdom  of  Hawaii  ordered  from  San  Francisco  coins  dated  1883 
with  the  One  Dime  - 10  Cents  denomination,  after  they  were  unsuccess- 
ful in  trying  to  have  a 12-1/2  Cent  coin  struck.  American  influence 
is  responsible  for  the  10  Cents  coins  of  Liberia  first  dated  1896, 
even  though  the  country  was  on  the  English  Gold  Standard,  which  ac- 
counts why  the  Birmingham  Mint  struck  these  coins  in  sterling  .925 
f i ne . 

In  the  Caribbean,  Spain  issued  for  the  Isle  of  Puerto  Rico  10  Cen- 
tavos as  subsidiary  coins  to  their  Peso  in  1896  and  the  Danish  West 
Indies  (eventually  to  become  the  American  Virgin  Islands  during 
World  War  I),  sent  from  Copenhagen  a 10  Cents  - 50  Bit  coin,  sub- 
division of  their  Daler  denomination. 

Even  later  both  Cuba  in  1915  ordered  from  Philadelphia  coins  of  10 
Centavos  which  were  equal  to  the  American  standards  as  was  their 
Peso.  Dominican  Republic  followed  with  the  same  denominations, 
ordering  coins  from  several  different  mints.  British  Honduras  used 
the  Dollar  and  10  Cent  denominations  even  though  the  coins  came  from 
England. 
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There  is  an  interesting  story  for  the  Panama  issues  produced  by  the 
Philadelphia  Mint.  The  country  was  on  the  Gold  Standard  based  on 
the  Balboa  equal  to  the  American  Dollar  and  during  the  construction 
of  the  Canal  the  American  workers  were  paid  in  gold.  The  coins  in 
size  were  equal  to  the  American,  but  the  size  of  a silver  Balboa  was 

equal  to  the  American  Half-Dollar, 
therefore  the  dime  size  coinage 
was  issued  with  the  denomination 
of  5 Centesimos  in  1904  and  1916. 

The  local  workers  on  the  Canal  were 
paid  in  silver,  which  if  it  had 
been  on  par  with  the  American  coin- 
age would  have  required  twice  as 
much  funds.  During  the  later  years, 
the  U.S.  servicemen  assigned  to  the 
Canal  Zone  found  out  that  their  dime  vending  machines  would  take  the 
Panamanian  5 Centesimo  (dime  size),  which  of  course  disturbed  the 
local  businessmen. 


Local  stories  have  circulated,  that  the  shop  owners  would  accumulate 
the  5 Centesimos  pieces  and  toss  them  in  the  lake  to  keep  them  out 
of  use.  This  accounts  for  the  general  shortage  of  these  dates. 

Almost  all  of  the  Latin  American  Republics  issued  dime  size  coinage, 
even  if  for  only  a very  brief  period.  These  were  1/10  of  a Peso 
with  the  denomination  of  Decimo  from  Chile  in  1852,  Colombia  in  1853 
and  Peru  in  1863.  Uruguay  used  the  10  Centesimos  denomination  while 


Peru,  Vinero,  1863-1916  Bolivia,  1/10  Boliviano,  1864-67 

Bolivia  named  its  coinage  after  the  country  with  the  crown  called  a 
Boliviano  and  the  dime  size  coinage  with  the  1/10  Boliviano  denomin- 
ation. 

The  Argentine  Peso  was  subdivided  into  10  Centavos  1881,  while  Vene- 
zuela, the  home  of  the  Liberator,  called  the  dollar  size  coin  a Vene- 
zolano  subdivided  into  10  Centavos  dime  size  coins  first  ordered  from 
Paris  in  1874.  Ecuador  named  its  crown  after  its  great  statesman 
Sucre,  with  the  dime  size  denomination  one  Decimo,  first  ordered 
from  the  Heaton  Mint  in  1884. 


Costa  Rica  in  1865,  Honduras  in  1871,  Nicaragua  in  1880,  El  Salvador 
in  1892;  all  subdivided  their  Peso  into  10  Centavos,  and  later  El 
Salvador  issued  in  1953  a 25  Centavos,  dime  size  subdivision  of  the 
Colon  named  for  Columbus 


Now  back  to  the  roots  of  the  American  Dollar  or  Peso  coins,  the  Mexi- 
can Dollar,  as  we  go  to  the  Far  East.  Remember  these  were  the  days 
of  the  China  Trade,  the  clipper  ships  and  American  influence  first 
developed  with  the  opening  of  Japan  by  Perry.  The  Spanish  or  Mexican 
Dollar  was  the  basis  of  all  trade,  until  the  European  and  American 
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Trade  Dollars  tried  unsuccessfully  to  replace  it.  All  subsidiary 
coins  of  the  Mexican  Dollar  were  less  than  intrinsic  parts,  of  which 
the  most  popular  20  Cents  pieces  of  China  and  less  popular  10  Cents 
coins  first  issued  in  1889.  In  later  years  these  coins  were  to  be 
debased  more  and  more,  so  that  at  one  time  11  Ten  Cents  coins  were 
equal  to  the  Chinese  Dollar. 

Dime  size  coins  were  issued  with  10  Cents  denomination  for  Hong  Kong 
in  1863,  Straits  Settlements  1871,  Sarawak  1900  and  Malaya  as  late  as 
1939,  all  subdivisions  of  their  Dollars,  but  with  varying  fineness. 


Straits  Settlements,  10  Cents,  Philippines,  10  Centimos , 1864-68 
1871-1901 


Native  names  include  the  Philippines  Peso  with  a 10  Centimos  dime  size 
coins  while  under  Spanish  rule.  The  Japanese  denominations  were  Yen 
for  their  crown  and  10  Sen  for  their  dime  size  first  issued  in  1870, 
and  under  Japanese  administration,  Korea  issued  10  Chon  in  1906,  sub- 
division of  the  Won  crown  denomination. 

With  the  French  colonization  of  French  Cochin  China  the  Piastre  denom- 
ination was  subdivided  into  10  Centimes  first  issued  in  1879  and  for 
French  Indo  China  in  1885  with  the  coins  being  shioped  from  the  Paris 
Mi  nt . 


Some  of  the  above  countries  or  colonies  issued  silver  dime  size  coins 
for  only  a few  brief  years,  while  others  had  long  series  of  coinage 
and  when  the  value  of  silver  was  low  they  ordered  from  their  home 
mints  very  large  quantities  of  these  small  coins  for  the  people,  as 
there  was  a profit  to  be  made  from  the  seignorage.  The  reverse  was 
also  true,  as  when  silver  became  dear,  during  the  period  around  1889- 
93  and  again  during  the  Great  War,  all  small  coinage  in  silver  was 
stopped,  while  paper  money  or  base  metal  coins  were  used. 

In  Europe  another  standard  was  established  with  its  early  beginnings 
in  France  which  minted  a 5 Franc  crown  and  subdivisions  including  a 
50  Centimes  dime  size  coin  dated  1845.  The  Franc  became  the  basis 
of  the  Latin  Monetary  Union,  which  established  in  1865  a bimetal 
monetary  system.  To  prevent  the  melting  and  over  production  of  sub- 
sidiary coinage,  the  Union  agreed  to  provide  that  each  country  could 
issue  subsidiary  coinage  equal  to  2 France  per  person  each  year  and 
that  the  dime  size  coin  would  be  issued  with  a fineness  of  835/1000 
parts  silver,  2.5  grams  in  weight,  18  millimeters  size. 

The  crown  size  piece  or  5 Franc  coin  would  continue  to  be  .900  fine, 

25  grams,  in  unlimited  mintage.  Therefore,  if  any  one  were  to  melt 
coins,  the  crown  pieces  had  more  value  than  the  small  change  pieces. 
The  second  part  of  the  Latin  Monetary  Union  was  the  interchangeability 
of  money  within  the  countries  who  were  signatures  to  the  convention. 
The  original  members  were  France,  Switzerland  which  first  issued  a 
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1/2  Franc  in  1850,  and  Belgium 
which  minted  a 50  Centimes  denomi- 
nation in  1866  to  the  same  standard, 
although  they  had  minted  .900  fine 
dime  size  coins  since  1833. 

The  Italian  crown  denomination  was 
Switzerland , 1/2  Franc , 1850-51  the  5 Lira  with  the  50  Centesimi 

first  minted  in  1861.  Spain  and 
Greece  later  joined  the  Union  with 
the  Spanish  crowns  known  as  5 
Piastres  and  the  dime  size  coin  a 
50  Centavos  first  issued  from  Madrid 
in  1869,  while  Greece  used  the  de- 
nominations of  5 Drachma  and  50 
Lepta  dated  1874  minted  at  the 
Paris  Mint. 


Although  they  never  were  signatures  to  the  Convention,  many  countries 
issued  coinage  equal  to  the  standards  of  the  Latin  Monetary  Union. 


Finland , 50  Pennia,  1864-1917 


The  denominations  of  their  crown 
coins  and  first  dime  size  pieces 
include:  Rumania  - 5 Leu  and  50 

Bani  of  1873;  Finland  - 5 Markka 
and  50  Pennia  of  1864;  Serbia  - 5 
Dinar  and  50  Para  of  1875;  and 
Bulgaria  - 5 Lev  and  50  Stotinki 
dated  1883. 


The  Belgian  Congo  under  Leopold  II,  used  the  Latin  Standard  for  their 
5 Franc  and  50  Centimes  dated  1887.  The  i tali  an  Colony  of  Eritrea 


Belgian  Congo,  50  Centimes,  1887-96  Eritrea,  50  Centesimi,  1890 

had  shipped  from  Milan  coins  with  denominations  the  same  as  Italy  dated 
1890  and  the  small  independent  country  of  San  Marino  issued  a one  year 
coinage  from  the  Rome  Mint  with  the  same  standards  and  denominations 
as  Italy  in  1898.  Liechtenstein  much  later  had  minted  at  the  Berne 
Mint  coins  in  5 Franken  and  1/2  Frank  to  the  Latin  Monetary  Union 
standards . 

When  Tunisia  came  under  the  admininstration  of  France  the  Paris  Mint 
struck  their  coinage  using  the  French  denominations  of  5 Franc  and  50 
Centimes  starting  in  1891. 

Even  earlier  Cambodia  had  coinage  issued  to  the  new  standards  dated 
1860  (the  Accession  Year  of  King  Norodom  I),  but  struck  by  the  Brus- 
sels Mint  in  1875  with  the  5 Franc  and  50  Centimes  denominations. 

After  the  Great  War,  France  was  given  the  former  Turkish  Provinces 
of  Syria  and  Lebanon  as  a Mandate.  Dated  1929  the  Paris  Mint  struck 
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for  both  new  countries  coinage  using  the  denomination  10  Piastres  for 
the  dime  size  coinage,  but  with  a 17  millimeter  size  and  .680  fineness. 

Another  country  Haiti,  has  a most 
colorful  monetary  name  and  history, 
the  Gourde,  the  denomination  of  their 
large  coins,  subdivided  into  10 
Centimes,  was  first  ordered  from 
Paris  in  1881.  The  monetary  unit. 
Gourde,  takes  its  name  from  an  in- 
cident created  by  King  Christophe 
who  confiscated  all  the  gourdes  on 
Haiti,  then  requiring  the  natives  to  sell  their  coffee  for  gourdes, 
he  then  exported  the  coffee  to  Europe,  being  paid  in  hard  currency, 
thus  establishing  Haiti  with  a strong  currency  backed  by  bullion.  The 
new  silver  coinage  minted  in  Paris  first  dated  1881  were  based  on  the 
standards  of  the  Latin  Monetary  Union  as  provided  by  the  Monetary  Law 
of  1880  with  the  Gourde  equivalent  to  the  silver  5 Franc  of  the  Latin 
Union.  The  new  coinage  did  not  last  long  as  a note  in  the  Annual  Re- 
port of  the  U.S.  Director  of  the  Mint  for  fiscal  year  ended  June,  1909 
states  "the  actual  currency  of  the  country  of  Haiti  is  inconvertible 
paper,  nickel  and  copper  coins."  On  the  other  side  of  the  island  of 
Hispalola,  the  Dominican  Republic  had  the  Paris  Mint  also  strike  coin- 
age to  the  new  standards  dated  1891  using  the  Spanish  language  version 
of  the  French  as  5 Franco  and  50  Centesimos. 

There  was  also  a one  year  issue  for 
Guatemala  dated  1881  with  a 10 
Centavos  dime  size  coin  locally 
minted,  but  to  the  new  standards. 

While  the  major  European  countries 
were  part  of  the  Latin  Monetary 
Union,  several  other  principal 
countries  each  had  their  own  stand- 
ards . 

Great  Britain  and  her  Colonies  were  on  the  Gold  Standard  based  on  a 
Pound  or  Sovereign.  Although  slightly  lafger  at  20  millimeters,  Eng- 
land used  the  6 Pence  denomination  for  their  coins.  England  also  each 
year  issued  their  Maundy  4 Pence  which  is  dime  size.  British  colonies 


Haiti.,  10  Centimes,  1881-1894 


England,  4 Pence  Maundy,  1886  New  Zealand,  6 Pence , 1933-26 

and  dominions  much  later  had  their  own  6 Pence  coins  of  19  millimeters 
including:  Australia  in  1910;  British  West  Africa  in  1913;  Union  of 

South  Africa  in  1923;  Southern  Rhodesia  in  1932;  New  Zealand  in  1933; 
and  Fiji  in  1934.  The  early  issues  were  minted  in  sterling  and  later 
when  the  value  of  silver  increased,  they  debased  their  issues  to  .500 
f i ne . 
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Earlier  in  1892  the  denomination  of  Pondand6  Pence  were  used  by  the 
South  African  Republic  and  Egypt  under  British  administration  had  an 
Egyptian  Pound  and  6 Pence  size  coin  with  the  denomination  of  2 Guerch 
first  dated  1886.  Turkey  minted  coins  named  Lira  and  2 Piastres. 


Two  small  countries  were  also  on  the  British  standard,  using  small  6 
Pence  size  coins;  Danzig  - 1/2  Gulden  dated  1923  and  Lithuania  a Litas 


Danzig,  1/2  Gulden , 1923-27 


Lithuania , 1 Litas , 1925 


of  1925.  Much  earlier  Persia  under  British  influence  issued  large  size 
Toman  coins  and  500  Dinar  small  coins  first  in  1879  dated  in  Arabic 
with  A.H.  dates. 


With  the  Maria  Theresa  Thaler  or  Ryal  as  the  standard  trade  coin  of 
the  Hadramaut,  two  towns  ordered  coins  from  The  Mint,  Birmingham: 

Tarim  frozen  date  AH  1315  (AD  1897)  with  the  12  Chomsihs  denomination, 
and  Ghurfah  AH  1344  (AD  1925)  with  15  Chomsihs.  Saudi  Arabia  issued  a 
1/4  Riyal  in  1935  while  Yemen  struck  a 1/10  Imadi  starting  in  AH  1337 


Yemen , 1/10  Imadi,  AH  1337-42  Morocco , 1 Dirhem,  AH  1299-1314 

(AD  1918).  Morocco  used  a crown  with  a 10  Dirhem  denomination  and  a 
subsidiary  1 Dirhem  starting  in  1882. 

While  America  was  on  the  Dollar  standard,  Europe  with  its  Latin  Mone- 
tary Union  and  the  British  Empire  with  its  Sterling,  other  major  Em- 
pires each  had  a different  rate  of  exchange  and  names  for  their  large 
and  small  coins;  Austria-Hungary  - Forint  and  10  Krajczar  first  in 
1868,  the  German  Empire  - 5 Mark  crowns  and  50  Pfennig  19  millimeter 
coins  first  dated  1875. 


Germany,  50  Pfennig,  1875-77  Russia,  10  Kopeks , 1808-1810 


The  Empike  of  All  the  Russias  coined  Roubles  and  10  Kopeks  from  1802. 
Much  later  when  Outer  Mongolia  was  under  Russian  influence,  the  Lenin- 
grad Mint  struck  10  Mongo  dime  size  silver  coins  dated  1925.  Their 
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crown  was  called  a Tugrik. 

The  Scandinavian  Monetary  Union  was  established  to  set  common  weights 
and  denominations  for  Sweden,  Norway  and  Denmark  in  1873  based  on  a 


Sweden , 25  Ore , 1874-78  Denmark,  25  Ore,  1874-1905 


5 Krone  crown  with  25  Ore  the  small  silver  denomination.  The  Nether- 
lands used  as  the  basis  of  their  monetary  system  a Gulden  with  the  25 
Cents  starting  in  1848,  a slightly  larger  piece  but  of  reduced  fine- 
ness of  .640.  The  1/4  Gulden  denomination  was  used  by  their  colonies 


Netherlands,  25  Cents,  1848-49 


Neth.  East  Indies,  1/4  Gulden, 1854- 
1901 


of  Netherlands  East  Indies  starting  in  1854,  Curacao  by  1900,  and 
more  recently  Netherlands  Antilles  beginning  in  1954.  Portugal  and 
its  former  colony  of  Brazil  named  their  crown  a Milreis  and  the  small 
silver  coins  100  Reis. 


The  Island  of  Mauritius  using  the  Rupee  denomination  ordered  from  the 
Birmingham  Mint  a 20  Cents  coinage  dated  1877  but  with  a design  much 
like  the  Straits  Settlements  10  Cents  coinage,  both  .800  fine,  18 
millimeters  and  dime  size. 

One  other  large  trading  area  existed  based  on  the  British  Indian  Rupee 
which  was  subdivided  into  a 1/4  Fupee  coin  about  19  millimeters  and 
.916  fine  first  issued  by  the  East  India  Company  dated  1835.  Portuguese 


British  India,  1/4  Rupee , 1825  Tibet,  1/4  Rupee,  ND 


India  issued  similar  size  coinage  strating  in  1881.  Tibet  used  coins 
struck  in  China  made  to  imitate  the  Indian  Victoria  coinage  starting 
in  1903. 

Several  East  African  colonies  had  similar  denominations  produced  by 
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the  mother  country  using  the  Rupee  standards  including;  Mombasa  1890, 
German  East  Africa  1891,  Italian  Somaliland  in  1910.  Two  other  coun- 
tries were  on  the  Rupee  standard,  but  issued  25  Cents  coins;  Ceylon 
starting  in  1892  and  British  North  Borneo  one  year  dated  1929.  Still 


British  North  Borneo , 25  Cents3  1929  Nepal3  1/2  Mohar3  SE1833 

in  the  Rupee  trading  area,  Nepal  issued  a 4 Mohar  equal  to  the  Rupee 
with  a small  coin  with  the  1/2  Mohar  denomination  in  1912. 

So,  we  have  been  around  the  World,  starting  with  the  Spanish  or  Mexican 
Dollar  and  its  1/10  dime  size  coins  for  the  Ameri cas  and  its  trading 
area  including  the  Far  East.  Off  to  Europe  which  had  the  largest  and 
longest  real  standard  system  - the  Latin  Monetary  Union.  But  not  all 
Europe  agreed  to  this  standard  as  each  Empire  set  its  own  standards  in- 
cluding: British  Empire,  German  Empire,  Austria-Hungary,  and  Dutch, 

Portuguese,  along  with  the  smaller  but  equally  strong  Scandinavian 
standard.  And  then  to  India  where  we  see  the  Rupee  standard  used  by 
East  African  countries  and  islands  on  the  trade  routes  to  India. 


My  interest  in  Modern  Dime  Size  Silver  Coins  of  the  World  began  about 
twenty  years  ago,  quite  by  accident  best  told  by  this  little  story 
once  used  for  an  exhibit  at  a coin  show. 

"Once  upon  a time,  there  was  a very  busy  executive  far,  far  away 
on  a business  trip.  Thoughtfully,  before  returning  to  his  native 
land  he  visited  a local  Emporium  in  search  of  gifts.  Gold  for 
his  Fair  Lady,  leather  goods  for  the  beautiful  daughter  and 
foreign  mint  sets  for  his  young  son. 

"Now  as  time  went  on,  this  bright  young  man  of  seven  years  became 
an  enthusiastic  collector  with  weekly  trips  to  centers  of  know- 
ledge; the  local  coin  stores  in  search  of  souvenirs  of  far-a-way 
lands  - all  from  the  junk  bowl. 

"Dear  Old  Dad  soon  started  calling  himself  a numismatist  and 
proudly  showed  off  to  his  friends  and  neighbors  his  new  Crown 
collection  and  with  his  Fair  Lady  they  joined  the  local  Council 
of  Collectors. 

"Now  the  beautiful  little  Daughter  wished  to  join  the  clan  with 
specialization  mirroring  her  father,  but  being  of  limited  budget, 
spotted  the  shiny  little  coins  of  Dime  Size  Silver  that  true  to 
the  cataloguers  adjustment  for  size  were  like  here  Dad's  in  all 
respects  except  size  and  cost. 

"Thus  the  Collection  of  Dime  Size  Silver  Coins  of  the  World  came 
into  being.  True  to  their  young  ages  other  interests  soon  re- 
placed the  learned  evdeavors,  leaving  Dear  Old  Dad  to  carry  on 
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the  new  pursuit;  to  study  and  catalogue  Dime  Size  Silver  Coins 
of  the  World,  and  they  all  lived  happily  ever  after." 

The  world  was  much  smaller  and  travel  extremely  slow  only  a hundred  or 
so  years  ago.  A dime  quite  often  represented  all  or  a great  part  of  a 
day's  work.  It  would  buy  a meal,  an  evening's  entertainment  and  a few 
would  buy  an  old  coin  for  anyone  who  started  collecting  Dime  Size 
Coins  of  the  World  nearly  a century  years  ago,  as  shown  by  the  illus- 
trations from  The  Scott's  Catalog  of  1893  (Catalog  price  50  cents, 
post  free) . 

Roger  deWardt  Lane  is  the  author  of  an  as  yet  to  be  published  manu- 
script, cataloging  this  series  of  over  7,000  different  dates,  with 
details  on  inscriptions,  mints,  mintmaster  and  "Historical  Footnotes". 

********************************************************************** 
CHINESE  GOLD  TEMPLE  COIN 


The  largest  Chinese  gold  Temple  coin  is  the  19th  century  gold  amulet 
from  Shanghai.  This  piece  is  3-3/4  inches  across  and  weight  159.23 
grams  or  14  Taels  of  pure  gold.  The  obverse  shows  two  long  dragons 
around  a central  ornament  and  a border  of  X's.  The  reverse  is  blank 
except  for  some  bankers  stamps  to  make  it  acceptable  as  a coin. 

(Submitted  by  R.  R.  Kutcher) 


********************************************************************* 


"BRADBURY.  A 1 pound  note,  as  issued  by  the  Treasury  of  1914-1928, 
bearing  the  signature  of  J.  S.  Bradbury  (first  Baron  Bradbury),  who 
as  Joint  Permanent  Secretary  began  the  issue." 

Taken  from  153,  Brewer's  Dictionary 
of  Phrase  & Fable  1981 . 

(Submitted  by  Tuti villus) 
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THE  COINAGE  OF  THE  ARCHBISHOPS  OF  RIGA 
ALONE  and  jointly  with  the  MASTERS  of  the 
LIVONIAN  ORDER  OF  KNIGHTS  OF  THE  SWORD 


John  S.  Davenport,  Coral  Gables,  Florida,  NI  #602 
(Continued  from  January,  1992) 


The  site  of  the  city  of  Riga  was  a warehouse  for  Bremen  and  Hamburg  merchants  as 
early  as  1158.  The  city  itself  was  founded  in  1201  by  Archbishop  Albert  I (d.  1229), 
bishop  of  Livonia,  who  had  landed  there  in  1199  with  23  ships  of  Crusaders.  Soon 
after  the  landing  a bishopric  was  established.  With  the  help  of  the  Livonian  Order, 
Knights  of  the  Sword  and  a group  of  Cistercian  monks  authority  was  extended  over 
the  Latvian  tribes.  Episcopal  control  dominated  the  city  1201-1253  until  it  joined  the 
Hanseatic  League. 

Albert  II  of  Cologne  became  the  first  archbishop  in  1255.  Michael  Hildebrand  (1484- 
1509)  and  Casper  Linde  (1509-1524)  built  cloisters.  Johann  Blankenburg  (1524- 
1527),  who  died  in  Spain  with  the  Emperor  Charles  V,  and  Thomas  Schoening  (1527- 
1539)  tried  unsuccessfully  to  stem  the  tide  of  Protestantism.  The  city,  which  had  again 
come  under  Church  control  in  1420,  regained  its  independence  in  1522  with  the 
advent  of  the  Reformation.  After  the  conquest  by  Gustavus  Adolphus  of  Sweden 
Catholicism  was  suppressed  in  the  whole  region  in  1621.  The  coinage,  which  was 
fairly  constant  through  the  rule  of  seven  archbishops,  ceased  in  1561. 

ARCHBISHOPRIC  OF  RIGA 


95  ARTIG,  n.  d. 

C or  $ MONETA,  archbishop  arms. 

C or  $ RIGENSIS,  similar 

A.  MONETA  on  both  sides. 

B.  RIGENSIS  on  both  sides. 

H-C  6183,  10560  F 399  S 754-61 
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JOHANNES  VI  HUBUNDRJS  NASO  1418-1424 


96  SCHILLING,  n.  d. 

IO*HAN(NES)  - ARC(.)(E)PS,  family  arms. 

MONETA  * RIGENSI(S),  archbishop  arms. 

H-C  6184-5,  8333  F 340  S 762-70 


97  ARTIG,  n.  d. 


II  O I .(  AT,  family  arms. 

? II  O II  ETA,  archbishop  arms. 
F 342 


98  SCHILLING,  n.  d. 

+ HENRIC(VS)  + ARCHEP(IE)S,  facing  head. 

MONETA:  RIGENSIS,  archbishop  arms  with  family  arms  below. 
H-C  6186  F 343  S 771-3 
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T's  SILVESTER  STOBWASSER  1448-1479 


100  ARTIG,  Small 

MONETA,  family  arms. 

RIGENSIS,  archbishop  arms. 

A.  With  legends  reversed. 

H-C  6187,  8334  F 344-5  S 774-7 


101  BRACTEATE,  n.  d. 

F 346 


SEDE  VACANTE  1479-1483 


102  SCHILLING,  n.  d. 

9 MONETA:  ECCLESIE,  archbishop  arms. 
ET  CIVITATIS  RIGE(N)(S),  small  city  arms. 
H-C  4302-3  S 778-82 


103  SCHILLING,  n.  d. 

Similar  with  archbishop  arms.  s|£ 
Similar  with  Chapter  arms. 

H-C  8335 


67 


104  SCHILLING,  n.  d. 


Similar  with  Chapter  arms. 
Similar  with  small  city  arms. 


S 783-6 


MICHAEL  HILDEBRAND  1484-1509 


105  SCHILLING,  n.  d. 

MONETA  MICHAELIS,  family  arms. 
ARCHIEPI(SCOPI)  RIGENS(IS),  archbishop  arms. 

A.  With  MONETA  on  both  sides. 

B.  With  ARCHIEPIS COPI  on  both  sides. 

H-C  6188  F 347  S 787-93 

THOMAS  SCHOENING  1527-1539 


106  MARK,  1537 

MO.  NO.  DO.  THO.  SA  - RI.  ECLE.ARG.  EPIS.,  four  part  arms  with 
.3  - 7.  above. 

c?  ORA.  PRO.  FAM  - SAN.  MA.  TVIS,  Madonna  and  child  in  rays. 

F 352  S 794 
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SCHILLING,  1534-1540,  n.  d. 

MO  - AR(C)H  - (E)P(IS)  - R(I)(GE)(NS),  half  or  whole  date,  family  arms. 
MO  - ECLESI(E)  - RIG(E)(N)(SIS),  archbishop  arms. 

Many  varieties. 

H-C  4307-12,  6200-07,  10570-3  F 348-51 
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SCHILLING,  1535-1539 

.MO  NO.  AR(CH).  (E)P(IS)  RI(GE)(N),  half  date,  family  arms. 
.MO.  (NO.)  ECLESIE.  RIGE(NSI),  archbishop  arms. 

A.  A 1535  with  reverse  .MO.  CAPITVL.  RIGENSI. 
Many  varieties. 

H-C  6200,  10572  F 353  S 806-10,31,53 
NUM.  692,  715,21,22 


+MO.  ARCH(E).  P(S).  RIGENSI(E),  family  arms. 

+MO.  ECLESIE  RIGENS(I),  39,40,04,  separated  by  archbishop  arms. 
F 358  S 848-9,54-61 
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110  SCHILLING,  n.  d. 


xMO  - ECLESIE  - RIGENSI,  family  arms. 

+MO(N).  - ECLESIE  - RIGENSIS,  archbishop  arms. 
H-C  6215  NUM.  661 


111  ARTIG,  1537 

Family  arms. 

Archbishop  arms  separating  3-7. 

H-C  6207  F 355  S 863-4 

(To  be  continued) 

********************************************************************* 
RARE  JAPANESE  TEMPO  OBAN 


During  the  Tempo  Era,  a rectangular  gold  Oban  was  produced  for  provin- 
cial use.  Similar  pieces  were  made  of  silver  also.  The  one  illus- 
trated here  is  from  the  Deefer  Collection  and  is  5-7/16  x 3-7/16  inches 
and  it  weighs  139.3  grams.  The  obverse  is  covered  by  counterstamps 
and  the  reverse  is  blank. 


(Submitted  by  R.  R.  Kutcher) 


LAKSHMI  STATERS 


Robert  Tye, 


Western  Isles , Scotland,  NI  # 2003 


Throughout  the  Hindu  period  of  Indian 
history  the  most  common  gold  coins  show 
the  seated  goddess.  An  old  bullion 
dealer  in  Lucknow  offered  me  an  explan- 
ation for  this;  he  held  that  many  stater 
designs  had  been  originally  produced, 
but  through  time  most  of  the  others  were 
melted  by  owners  or  finders.  Only  the 
goddess  types  were  preserved,  for  the 
Hindu  "could  not  melt  Lakshmi". 

Though  an  amusing  hypothesis  this  is  not 
one  I share.  The  "positive  elementary 
character"  of  the  female  goddess  (adopt- 
ing Jungs  useful  terminology  though  not 
his  theoretical  baggage)  was  associated 
with  symbols  of  abundance  throughout  the 
Indo-European  lands  and  beyond.  The 
cornucopia  of  the  Roman  West  parallels 
the  purna-kumbha,  the  full  vase,  of 
Mauryan  India.  However  in  India  this 
full  vase  is  closely  linked  to  the  crock- 
of-gold,  and  it  is  this  associateion  I 
believe  which  has  ensured  continued 
domination  of  Hindu  gold  types  by  Lakshmi. 

Medieval  India  was  fascinated  by  trompe 
d'oeil  designs.  I first  became  aware  of 
this  during  a tour  of  the  curious  carvings 
of  the  Sri  Rangam  temple  with  an  unof- 
ficial guide.  Subsequent  visits  to 
medieval  temples  throughout  India  con- 
firmed the  scale  of  this  interest,  for  I 
found  many  more  examples  of  trompe  d'oeil 
designs  on  their  ancient  walls,  and 
doubtless  missed  more  than  I found. 

Oddly  no  book  I have  consulted,  nor 
authority  I have  spoken  to,  has  acknow- 
ledged this  aspect  of  Hind  architectural 
art. 

Naturally  I began  to  search  amongst 
medieval  Hindu  coins  for  examples  of 
trompe  d'oeil,  and  I found  several.  The 
most  interesting  I feel  is  on  the  common 
Lakshmi  staters  of  North  India.  The 
image  on  these  staters  primarily  depicts 
a rather  archaic  form  of  the  positive 
elementary  character  of  the  female  god- 
dess, naked  and  gross,  forcing  comparison 
with  neolithic  and  even  paeleolithic 
forms  of  the  image.  But  surely  it  also 
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encompasses  the  negative  elementary 
character  of  the  goddess  - Kali  of  the 
Hindu,  the  Gorgon  of  the  ancient  Greeks. 

To  my  knowledge  no  numismatist  has  noticed 
this  double  entendre  in  the  Lakshmi 
stater  design  - with  its  obvious  inter- 
pretation as  the  'embodiment  of  wealth1, 
or  alternatively  as  the  'root of  all  evil*. 

So,  the  next  time  you  come  across  a common 
coin,  please  do  not  just  dismiss  it  - for 
it  may  well  be  worth  a second  look! 


***********************************************  *★***★★*★*■*•***  *★•*•★•*■***** 
BULLION 


BU'LLION  usually  means  uncoined  gold  and  silver,  in  bars  or  other  masses; 
but  in  discussion  on  the  currency,  the  term  is  frequently  employed  to 
signify  the  precious  metals  coined  and  uncoined.  The  origin  of  the  word 
B.  in  its  present  sense,  as  well  as  that  of  the  French  Billon  (q.v.)  and 
the  corresponding  Spanish  vellon , seems  to  be  as  follows:  B.  originally 

meant  the  mint,  where  the  alloy  for  the  coinage  was  prepared,  and  the 
coin  stamped  (either  from  the  Lat.  bulla , a round  boss  or  stud,  or 
stamp;  or  from  the  verb  bullare3  to  boil  or  bubble);  and  hence  it  came 
in  England  to  signify  the  standard  metal  of  which  the  coins  are  made. 

In  France,  where  the  kings  debased  the  currency  much  more  than  ever 
took  place  in  England,  billon3  the  mint,  came  to  signify  the  base  mix- 
ture issued  therefrom. 


Taken  from  Library  of  Universal 
Knowledge3  187 9 3 Vol . 3,  p.  476. 

(Submitted'  by  Roger  deWardt  Lane) 

********************************************************************** 


DOUBLE  CROWN  OF  FREDERIC  V 


A beautiful  Double  Crown  was  struck  for  Frederic  V of  Denmark  in  1747. 
This  coin  has  on  its  obverse  the  King  on  a throne  under  a large  canopy. 
The  reverse  is  the  Coat  of  Arms  that  is  crowned  and  held  by  two  men. 


(Submitted  by  R.  R.  Kutcher) 
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BOOK  NEWS  &,  REVIEWS 


COINS  OF  ALEXANDER'S  SUCCESSORS  IN  THE  EAST:  Bactria,  Ariana  & 
India  by  Major-General  A.  Cunningham.  An  unaltered  reprint  of  the  1884  edition. 
Hardcover,  337  pages  and  14  plates.  Available  from  Dale  Seppa,  103  Sixth  Avenue 
North,  Virginia,  MN  55792.  Price  is  $15.00  plus  $2.00  postage  (Foreign  add  $5.00). 

In  great  measure  a summary  of  research  accomplished  from  the  1830s  through  the 
1880s,  this  reprint  material  will  astound  the  modem  reader,  especially  those  unused  to 
dealing  with  such  a wide  variety  of  sources,  languages,  and  methods.  Dealing  largely 
with  the  centuries-long  breakup  of  Alexander  the  Great's  Eastern  Empire,  author 
Cunningham  concentrates  on  the  time  frame  from  about  250  B.C.  to  50  B.C.  The 
Parthian  and  Bactrian  revolts  saw  the  onset  of  this  breakup  of  the  Syrian  Empire  founded 
by  Seleukus  Nikator,  whose  dominions  "extended  from  the  banks  of  the  Indus  to  the 
shores  of  the  Mediterranean." 

We  must  remember  that  as  we  move  eastward  in  direction  and  forward  in  time  from  the 
ancient  Greeks— through  what  is  now  Iraq,  Iran,  Afghanistan,  Pakistan  to  India  and  into 
what  became  the  Roman  era  in  the  West-historical  or  written  records  dry  up  almost 
entirely.  The  numismatic  research  of  the  time  was  carried  out  largely  by  British 
Colonial  military  and  civilian  administrators— on  the  spot,  as  it  were.  The  research  was 
conducted  from  the  evidence  of  the  coins  they  were  in  a unique  position  to  procure  and 
the  mins  of  the  cities  whose  inscriptions  they  were  among  the  first  to  dicipher. 

The  often  square  coins  were  bilingual  in  nature,  typically  bearing  inscriptions  in  Greek 
on  the  obverse  and  Karosthi-known  as  "Arian"  to  Cunningham-on  the  reverse.  The 
mid- 1 800s  were  the  heyday  of  comparative  linguistics,  and  much  of  this  book  represents 
the  author's  attempts  to  decipher  long-lost  languages  based  on  his  knowledge  of  Greek 
and  Sanscrit.  Thusly,  he  hoped  to  assign  a place  in  history  to  generations  of  rulers 
known  solely  from  the  coins  they  have  left  us. 

Cunningham  was  fully  aware  of  and  details  his  limitations  and  his  advantages.  Al- 
though he  (and  a host  of  the  early  researchers  he  quotes  from)  began  with  almost  no  fixed 
reference  point  to  orient  themselves  from,  they  often  held  in  their  possession  most  or 
even  all  of  the  then-known  specimens  of  a given  issue.  Additionally,  they  could  wander 
freely  in  mins  which  today  have  either  been  greatly  disturbed  or  even  lie  entirely  off 
limits  to  long  term  study  due  to  the  pressures  of  population,  political  change,  religious 
zeal,  or  modem  warfare.  Time  was  what  these  early  explorers  had  most  of,  often 
remaining  in  their  colonial  posts  for  three  decades  or  more,  with  nearly  unlimited  access 
and  resources.  What  specimens  they  did  not  own  were  generally  to  be  found  only  in 
museums  in  London,  Paris,  and  Oxford.  But  they  had  the  chance,  however  slight,  of 
encountering  these  museum  pieces  at  the  next  dig  or  bazaar. 

The  results  are,  of  course,  not  to  be  compared  with  the  more  comprehensive  and  modem 
studies  such  as  those  of  Mitchiner;  indeed,  they  often  amount  to  conjecture.  However, 
a quick  pemsal  of  a modem  catalogue  such  as  Sear's  GREEK  COINS  bears  out  most  of 
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the  chronology,  geography,  and  mongram  identifications.  This  alone  is  nothing  short  of 
amazing  to  this  reviewer.  What  Cunningham  helps  the  modem  reader  to  understand, 
especially  those  of  us  who  have  not  devoted  our  lives  to  painstaking  scientific  analysis, 
is  the  feeling  of  potential  discovery  which  lurked  around  every  comer  in  the  "early  days." 
Such  a feeling  is  perhaps  given  today  to  the  physicist  postulating  with  near  certainty  a 
new  sub-atomic  particle  which  he  knows  he  will  never  see.  It  will  nonetheless  always  be 
with  us,  much  like  the  coins  which  survived  Cunningham's  era,  and  which  will  indeed 
survive  us  all. 

Reviewed  by  David  B.  Fiero. 

**•  »j*  »j*  ♦♦♦  «j* 

THE  COINAGE  OF  ETHIOPIA,  ERITREA  AND  ITALIAN  SOMALIA.  By  Dennis 
Gill.  New  York,  1991.  341  pp.  illustrated  in  text.  25  x 18.5  cm,  hardbound. 
Available  from  Dennis  Gill,  P.  O.  Box  175,  Garden  City,  NY  11530.  Price  is  $25.00 
plus  $2.00  postage  and  handling. 

Having  lived  in  Ethiopia,  and  published  on  its  coinage,  I have  long  had  an  active 
numismatic,  as  well  as  historical,  interest  in  that  part  of  the  world.  When  I finally  laid 
down  Gill's  book  I found  myself  happily  recalling  events  of  a busier,  and  more  traveled 
time  of  my  life.  Gill  has  produced  a work  in  a manner  that  more  numismatic  authors 
should  emulate.  He  has  very  carefully  combined  the  primitive  barter,  and  the  modem 
currency,  with  the  history  of  the  area.  The  collector  of  the  odd  and  curious  will  find 
background  information  on  everything  from  the  salt  to  the  bullets  that  circulated 
throughout  the  "Horn  of  Africa."  The  collector  of  Ethiopian,  Eritrean,  and  Italian 
Somalia  coinage  and  currency  will  find  coins  (old  and  new),  medals,  presentation  pieces, 
paper  money,  and  tokens  carefully  listed,  well-photographed,  and  priced  through 
varying  degrees  of  conditions.  The  historian  will  be  able  to  trace  the  history  of  this 
isolated  country  from  its  early  folk  lore  of  the  days  of  Solomon  and  the  Queen  of  Sheba, 
through  its  wars,  its  high  points  and  its  lows  to  the  present  day. 

Dennis  Gill  has  not  written  in  a vacuum.  The  help  he  has  received  in  preparing  his  book 
covers  an  impressive  span  of  contributors,  and  the  references  he  has  used  provide,  in 
itself,  a thorough  numismatic  and  historical  bibliography  of  this  area. 

The  book  is  divided  into  three  major  sections.  The  first,  the  monetary  history,  surveys 
the  Aksumite  Kingdom,  primitive  monies,  the  Maria  Theresia  thaler,  the  Amirate  of 
Harar,  the  issues  of  the  various  rules  from  Menelik  II  through  the  Socialist  Government. 
Also  included  are  chapters  relating  to  currency  used  during  the  "Mussolini"  invasion  as 
well  as  those  of  Eritrea  and  Italian  Somalia. 

The  second  part,  the  catalogue  section,  covers  the  known  coins  (including  patterns), 
medals,  tokens,  and  paper  money  issues  of  Ethiopia.  Additionally,  there  are  chapters 
covering  the  coinages  of  Eritrea  and  Italian  Somalia,  and  a closing  chapter  on  counter- 
feits. 

The  final  section,  historical  highlights,  traces  Ethiopia's  history  from  the  earliest  times  to 
the  present.  There  is  also  a chapter  covering  the  history  of  Italian  Somalia. 
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Additional  information  is  also  provided  relating  to  the  Falasha  Jews,  the  Ethiopian 
Orthodox  Church,  the  Ethiopian  calendar,  and  other  areas  of  interest.  Dennis’  work 
covers  such  a broad  spectrum  of  interests  that  it  is  a must  for  any  collector  or  student  of 
history  of  this  isolated  part  of  the  world. 

Reviewed  by  Granvyl  Hulse. 

❖ ❖ ❖ ❖ ❖ 

COINS  OF  THE  MODERN  OLYMPIC  GAMES,  VOLUME  I by  Mrs.  Michele 
Menard.  Hardcover,  326  pages,  and  well  photographed.  Available  from  Universal 
Coins,  47  Clarence  Street,  Suite  201,  Ottawa,  Ontario,  Canada  KIN  9K1.  Price  is 
$57.99  Canadian  (GST  included)  or  $49.95  US  plus  $4.25  postage. 

This  book  contains  the  technical  information  on  all  Olympic  coins  issued  by  host 
countries  since  1 896.  Volume  II,  to  be  released  in  early  1992,  will  cover  Olympic  coins 
issued  by  non-host  countries.  Additionally,  a French  translation  of  Volume  I will  be 
available  shortly. 

A separate  page  is  devoted  to  each  issue  of  Olympic  coins  by  host  countries.  A color 
photograph  of  each  coin  is  given  at  the  top  of  the  page.  The  following  technical 
information  fills  the  remainder  of  the  page:  description  of  obverse  and  reverse,  artist, 
edge,  date  of  issue,  finish,  diameter,  weight,  thickness,  composition,  mintage  for  each 
metal  and  finish,  mintmark  (if  any),  mint  that  struck  the  piece,  and  issue  price.  All 
specifications  for  each  coins  have  been  authenticated  by  the  issuing  mint  or  bank. 

A short  summary  of  each  of  the  Olympic  Games  is  provided  with  a description  of  the 
various  sporting  disciplines  depicted  on  the  coins.  The  index  contains  over  3,000 
references. 

Mrs.  Michele  Menard  was  the  Director  of  Numismatics  at  the  Royal  Canadian  Mint  for 
over  13  years  until  she  retired  in  1988. 

Reviewed  by  Jerry  Remick. 

★**•★*******★**★■*■***★*  ★***★*********•★***★*********★★******■*'★**★★  ****** 


DENOMINATIONS 


Roman  libra  or  pondus  = British  pound  = French  livre 
solidus  = British  shilling  = Austrian  schilling 
denarius  = Yugoslavian  dinar 
pensum  = Spanish  peso/peseta 


(Submitted  by  Ron  Herneshen) 
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MEMBER  NOTICE  PAGE 


Gunther  Wurm,  Postfach  121487,  D-7SS0  Konstanz.  Germany:  Buying  modem 
coins  at  wholesale  conditions,  each  KM/Y-type  per  5,  10  or  20  pieces.  Issuing-dates 
are  of  no  importance.  Current  coins  from  your  country  also  being  welcome.  I can 
offer  same  from  France,  Austria,  Switzerland  or  Germany.  Also  looking  for 
banknotes  at  same  terms. 

Wolfgang  Bertsch,  Gundolfstr.  9,  6100  Darmstadt  Germany;  WANTED  - 
Information  about  early  Tibetan  banknotes  of  1912/1913  A.D.  Would  appreciate 
photocopies  of  10,  15,  25  and  50  Tam  notes  (Pick  nr.  2-5)  and  transliteration  of  serial 
numbers.  Your  co-operation  towards  a study  of  Tibet’s  early  banknotes  is  most 
welcome.  Please  write! 

Shane  M.  Cornell,  P.  O.  Box  279.  Jenks.  OK  74037:  I am  interested  in  obtaining 
French  tokens  of  all  types,  military,  transportation,  private,  municipal,  colonial, 
encased  postage,  etc.  Please  send  a list  of  what  you  have  with  prices  requested.  I do 
have  a list  of  similar  material  to  trade. 

Rich  Hartzog.  P.  O.  Box  4143BEC.  Rockford.  IL  61110-0643:  WORLD 

COUNTERMARKS  wanted  for  photography  ONLY.  We  are  seeking  pieces  unlisted 
or  unpictured  in  Brunk,  Merchant  Countermarks  on  World  Coins.  Please  write  first 
with  description.  I will  pay  postage  both  ways  for  the  opportunity  to  photograph  your 
pieces.  We  are  currently  seeking  MERCHANT  countermarks  for  the  Supplement 

John  L.  Pieratt,  2635  S.  Hydraulic  32C.  Wichita.  KS  67216:  WANTED  - 
Information,  photos  of  Indochina,  Vietnam,  Laos  and  Cambodia  Utility  Tokens  and 
Telephone  Tokens. 

Phfl  Wing,  P.  O.  Drawer  58204,  Cincinnati.  OH  45258:  British  Coins  Wanted  - 
All  Hammered  silver  and  gold  coins  Fine  or  Better.  All  silver  coins  1660-1760  VF 
or  better.  All  gold  Guineas  VF  or  better.  Will  buy  for  cash  or  trade  for  other  coins. 
Please  send  or  write. 

NI  ATTRIBUTION  SERVICE:  The  NI  Attribution  Service  will  accept  items  for 
attribution.  Please  refer  to  page  201  of  the  September,  1990  issue  for  rules  regarding 
items  sent  in,  or  write  to  the  Chairman  of  the  Attribution  Service  at  the  regular  Dallas 
address  before  sending  items. 

TO  THE  NI  MEMBERSHIP:  The  use  of  the  MEMBER  NOTICE  PAGE  is  free  to 
all  NI  members.  About  the  only  rules  are  that  we  will  not  accept  FOR  SALE  items 
and  in  months  in  which  the  page  is  oversubscribed  (which  is  seldom)  research  type 
notices  will  be  given  priority  over  the  WANTED,  etc.  type  notices.  All  replies  to 
Notices  must  be  acknowledged. 

******************************************************************** 
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